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The digital age has seen the emergence of the blockchain, which is the 
latest ‘disruptive technology’ to have caught researcher’ attention. 
Indeed, Blockchain technologies make central intermediaries super-
fluous by transferring their functions to all participants of a system. It 
is precisely because Blockchain does not belong to anyone - or 
belongs to everyone - that it can arguably be trusted. Blockchain is the 
underlying technology for cryptocurrencies. They are by far one of the 
most successful uses of blockchain technology but a lot of other 
applications exist in different sectors (secure sharing of medical data, 
NFT marketplaces, music royalties tracking, cross-border payments, 
IoT operating systems, etc.).

There are many challenges raised by the development of Blockchain 
technology, as there are currently too few large-scale applications 
which provide sufficient feedback to launch the adventure with 
confidence. The literature has mainly discussed the potential of 
Blockchain to both optimize business distribution channels and 
facilitate consumer-to-consumer business trade models. However, 
research has not really yet looked at the obstacles and (technical, 
legal, sociological, economical, social...) limits that could influence 
Blockchain adoption and development.
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Technical and legal challenges for Blockchain

Socio-technical considerations for the use of Blockchain

Blockchain security and confidence

Blockchain, cryptocurrencies and digital assets

Blockchain and smart contracts

The economics of Blockchain technology

Blockchain adoption in specific sectors (healthcare, finance, 
tourism…)

����� ����������� Paper submissions deadline : August 15, 2021
Paper notification to authors : September 15, 2021

Registration Open : September 01, 2021
Final papers deadline : December 15, 2021
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Jean-Michel Sahut (PhD & HdR) is Professor at IDRAC Business School, 
France. He serves as an expert to the French Ministry of Education & 
Research, the Swiss National Foundation and the European Commission. 
He has received a lot of grants to finance his researches from the European 
Commission, French Ministry of foreign Affairs, AMF of Québec, Institute of 
Financial Market Grant (www.theifm.org, US), Louis Leprince-Ringuet 
Foundation, and International Telecommunication Union, among others. He 
has been a main organizer of 31 scientific national and international 
conferences. He has published more than 100 articles about mathematical 
finance, financial markets, TIC, electronic payment & finance, internet 
banking, technological innovation and entrepreneurship in international 
peer review journals and five books.

Alexeis Garcia-Perez is Professor of Management Information Systems 
at the Centre for Business in Society, Coventry University (UK), and 
Visiting Research Scholar at the Department of Communication, Culture 
& Technology of Georgetown University (USA). His research focuses on 
the relationships between people and technology, with particular empha-
sis on cyber security management and data-driven innovation. Prof 
Garcia-Perez’s original background in Computer Science was comple-
mented by a PhD in Information Systems and Knowledge Management. 
This socio-technical understanding of information technologies and 
information systems has enabled a focus on the wider challenges of data, 
information and knowledge management in organisations and society.
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What are the capabilities and limitations of Blockchain technology?

Blockchain and the protection of personal data: how do they 
interact?

New regulations for Blockchain ?

How can Blockchain protect intellectual property rights?

What are the Blockchain Business Models?

What are Blockchain based smart contract challenges and 
opportunities?

What is the future of Blockchain and cryptocurrencies?

What are the determinants and obstacles of Blockchain adoption 
in specific sectors (healthcare, finance, tourism…) ?
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